The red imported fire ant, Solenopsis invicta Buren, is one of the most notorious ants in the world due to its powerful sting. Originally from South America, S. invicta arrived in North America by ship sometime before 1945 and has spread across the U.S. from Texas to North Carolina in the southeast and California in the west, particularly in open disturbed areas, causing ecological and economic damage (Buren et al. 1974; Tschinkel 1993) . The earliest known records of S. invicta in the West Indies are from Puerto Rico (first found in 1981) and the Virgin Islands (1988) , where it is now widespread on many islands (Buren 1982; Davis et al. 2001; Wetterer & Snelling 2006) . More recently, S. invicta has been reported from other island groups in the West Indies, including the Bahamas (1993), Trinidad (2000) , Antigua (2000) , and Providenciales (2001) (Davis et al. 2001; Wetterer & Snelling 2006) . In the present study, we evaluated the distribution of S. invicta in the Lesser Antilles.
In Gerald's (field by airport), Little Bay (by beach), Little Bay (by restaurant), Old Quaw (scrub), Old Quaw (ghut). These are the first published records of S. invicta from six of the seven islands (all except Antigua). We did not find S. invicta on the eight more southern islands of the Lesser Antilles (Guadeloupe, Marie Galante, Dominica, Martinique, St. Lucia, St. Vincent, Grenada, and Barbados).
Solenopsis invicta was widespread in disturbed and open habitats on 6 of the 7 islands, but appeared to be only recently established on Montserrat, found only near the airport (Gerald's and Old Quaw) and the main seaport (Little Bay). On Anguilla and St. Martin, the African big-headed ant, Pheidole megacephala, dominates most open habitats, excluding most other ant species, including S. invicta, which remains relatively uncommon on these islands. Solenopsis invicta rarely occurred in closed forest habitat.
Despite the lack of published records, many people of the Lesser Antilles were well aware of fire ants. In fact, the Anguilla women's soccer team is named the Swarming Fire Ants. On 7 Jul 2007, Eric Burton of Codrington, Barbuda, told JKW that 1 year earlier he was digging at his farm when fire ants stung him on his legs. He had an allergic reaction and had to be evacuated by airplane to Antigua, where he was hospitalized for 11 d.
The absence of S. invicta in the southern Lesser Antilles is not due to the lack of suitable habitat. In fact, S. invicta thrives in Trinidad, to the south of the Lesser Antilles, particularly in sugarcane areas (JKW, unpublished data). It seems inevitable that S. invicta will soon spread via commerce to the southern Lesser Antilles and most other populated islands of the West Indies as well.
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SUMMARY
In surveys of the 15 largest islands of the Lesser Antilles, we found the red imported fire ant, Solenopsis invicta Buren, on the 7 northernmost islands, including additional records of S. invicta on Antigua (20 sites) and the first records of S. invicta from Anguilla (15 sites), Barbuda (16 sites), Montserrat (5 sites), Nevis (25 sites), St. Kitts (21 sites), and St. Martin (13 sites). Solenopsis invicta was widespread in disturbed open environments on 6 of the 7 islands, but appears to be recently established on Montserrat, found only near the airport and the main seaport. Solenopsis invicta has not yet been recorded from the southern Lesser Antilles (i.e., Guadeloupe, Marie Galante, Dominica, Martinique, St. Lucia, St. Vincent, Grenada, and Barbados), but it is probably only a matter of time before these islands are also invaded.
